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 Abstract: This research is aimed to find out the kinds of 
illocutionary acts, find out the most dominant illocutionary act, 
and find out the contribution of illocutionary act in Webtoon 
“The Masked Fables Season 1” to apllied pragmatic in teaching 
English. The source of data to support all the analysis for this 
research was taken from the Webtoon entitled ‘The Masked 
Fables Season 1’. The method used in this research is descriptive 
qualitative research for analyzing data. To analyze the 
utterances the researcher used Searle’s theory. From the result, 
the researcher found four types of illocutionary act such as 
representative (483 utterances), directive (330 utterances), 
commissive (169 utterances) and expressive (37 utterances). The 
most dominant type used in The Masked Fables Season 1 is 
representative. This research can be used for students' references 
for learning pragmatics, especially illocutionary acts. From this 
research, the students can find many types of illocutionary acts 
found in the Webtoon “The Masked Fables Season 1”. The 
scenario in this research can enrich students’ knowledge about 
illocutionary acts and it can increase students’ vocabulary and 
speaking skills. 
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PENDAHULUAN 

Susanto D.A., et al (2016) language has an important role in our life because it makes 
people easier to communicate their ideas. Therefore research and language are inseparable 
from humans. Language is useful because it facilitates communication. Every language in the 
world is utilized as a means of communication. Language is used to communicate with others; 
it may also be used to exchange ideas and conduct debates. It is used to gather information 
and establish rapport with individuals. Language enables people to convey their emotions 
and also explain their surroundings. It is essential for the language that is used in 
communication, whether spoken or written, to be as plain as is humanly feasible. This allows 
the listener to comprehend what the speaker is saying easily. In addition to that, the audience 
will understand the message and comprehend its significance. The significance of the 
message is conveyed to the user by way of the context. The utterances that take place during 
the conversation or interaction between the speaker and the listener constitute the context.  

Muna, N., & Susanto, D.A. (2022) stated that the use of English in Indonesia is not like 
other countries that use English as their second language. Indonesia is a country that has 
many tribes and languages. So, therefore, in Indonesia English has become a foreign language 
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after the main language (Indonesian), and the second language (regional language). This is 
what makes English quite difficult for students to learn. It can be help with pragmatics 
because when we learn pragmatics we also learn the context. The pragmatic illocutionary 
speech act shows up quite frequently in the process of communication. Speech acts are not 
only found in day-to-day basis communication but can also be found in novels, movies, 
commercials or advertisements, and even in comic books. Speech acts are utilized often 
throughout daily activities. According to  Susanto D.A., et al (2021), a speech act is a speech 
delivered in the form of ideas that use language well and are easily understood by listeners 
or viewers in real or on social media. Not only in real life and social media but speech acts 
can also be found in movies, magazines, novels, and even comics. There are three types of 
speech acts. The first type is the locutionary act, illocutionary act, and perlocutionary act. 
Searle (1976:10) proposed five categories of illocutionary acts: representative, directive, 
commissive, expressive, and declarative. 

 Susanto D.A., et al (2021) revealed that in the digital era, there are so many platforms 
of social media such as Facebook, Instagram, Path, Twitter, Whatsapp, etc. They have several 
functions in our life. Nowadays, we can read comics on our phones. We can read it from 
Webtoon and one of the comics is webtoon titled The Masked Fables Season 1 a comic by Ebae 
Kim, an author from South Korea. The comic tells the story of a girl with a mysterious disease 
who seeks a cure for her illness by venturing into another world with her best friend, Hadley, 
the lost spirit. They must solve a riddle to find the cure and also return to Hadley’s body. 
According to Susanto D.A., et al (2019) discussed that being English teacher needs a high 
quality in English teaching and learning. In this 21st century teachers are supposed to do more 
productive in the classroom rather than giving lecturing in front of the students Susanto D.A., 
et al (2020) Anita, Y., & Susanto, D.A. (2013) states the successful or the unsuccessful teaching 
and learning process can be seen from the techniques that are used by the teachers by 
selecting the right techniques of teaching and learning process would run well, and it 
happens at any school. Hidayat, N., & Susanto, D.A. (2018) Teacher should focus in applying 
strategy, technique, or method in the teaching English, but not only that it also concerns about 
the materials. With Webtoon teachers can make a fun learning strategy to make students 
enjoy learning English.  

The researcher chooses The Masked Fables: Season 1 as the object of the study since 
there are many different kinds of speech acts found in the webtoon. So the researcher wants 
to find out the kinds of illocutionary acts, find out the most dominant illocutionary act and 
find out the contribution of illocutionary acts in Webtoon “The Masked Fables Season 1” to 
applied pragmatics in teaching English. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
1. Pragmatics 

We use a variety of languages to communicate. One of them is pragmatics. Pragmatics 
is one of the linguistics branches and subfields of semiotics that studies the ways in which 
context contributes to meaning. According to Yule (1996:4), stated that “The advantage of 
studying language via pragmatics is that one can talk about people’s intended meanings, their 
assumptions, their purposes or goals, and the kinds of actions (for example, request) that 
they are performing when they speak. The big disadvantage is that all these very human 
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concepts are extremely difficult to analyze in a consistent and objective way”. From the 
definition above, we may conclude that pragmatics is a kind of language used to communicate 
and learn about the intended meanings of others. 
2. Speech Act 

As social beings, people need to communicate with one another. Communication is 
important in social life since it allows for interaction. When we interact, we must know what 
we are going to say so that others may understand us. Our act which is done by us when we 
are making utterances is called a speech act.  According to Searle (1969:16) speaking a 
language is performing speech acts, acts such as making statements, giving commands, 
asking questions, making promises, and so on; and more abstractly, acts such as referring 
and predicating; and, secondly, that these acts are in general made possible by and are 
performed in accordance with certain rules for the use of linguistic elements. Yule (1996) 
differentiates speech acts into three types there are locutionary act, illocutionary act and 
perlocutionary act. 

a. Locutionary act 
A locutionary act, sometimes called a locution or an utterance act is the act of 

creating a meaningful utterance or an action that is produced by creating the 
utterances of stating something and meaning that other people say. 

b. Illocutionary act 
An act that is conducted through speech is known as an illocutionary act. In other 

words, an illocutionary act is when someone speaks something with the intention of 
achieving anything. 

c. Perlocutionary act 
The perlocutionary act (or just simply the perlocution) is what the listeners do in 

response to the speaker’s utterance. The purpose of a perlocutionary act is to change 
thoughts, feelings or actions. 

For example: 
• “It’s cold here.” 

- Locutionary act: The speaker feels cold in his place 
- Illocutionary act: The utterance has two possible meanings inside 
1. An indirect request for someone to close the window. 
2. An indirect refusal to close the window because someone feels hot. 
- Perlocutionary act: The hearer will close/ open the window. 

3. Illocutionary Act 
Susanto D.A., et al (2022) states when performing an illocutionary acts, the speaker 

should utter anything that has intended meaning for the listener in regards to the situation 
and condition. It can assist readers in gaining better comprehension of the speaker’s 
statement in a certain context. The speaker makes statement to speech partner with the 
intention of getting the speech partner to do something. According to Searle (1969), 
illocutionary act is the performance of a particular language function. In this illocutionary act 
what the speaker says can be arranged completely based on the environment and the context, 
every sentences has different meaning depend on the context of situation. Searle (1969: 12-
17), classifies illocutionary act into five types, namely representative, directive, commisive, 
expressive, and declarative speech act. 
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4. Webtoon 
In Wikipedia, webtooon are a type of digital comic that originated in South Korea 

usually meant to be read on computers and smartphones (2022). Webtoon is a web-based 
application used for online comic publishing originating from South Korea. Teenagers and 
adults can read webtoon comics. There are many genres in webtoons, like drama, comedy, 
romance, action, history, fantasy, and thriller. Many people liked webtoon because the comics 
are up to date. The comics are also continuously published on every date determined by the 
author. Readers can also interact in the comments section on each episode in the webtoon. 
Comics on webtoon can be changed in language according to the available language. Readers 
can participate in translating their favorite comics. Webtoon has a feature that other comics 
don't have. The feature is that the author can add back sound to each episode in the published 
comics. 

 
METHODOLOGY 

The researcher would describe the illocutionary acts used in The Masked Fables Season 
1. The researcher would use Searle’s theory from his journal A Classification of Illocutionary 
Act in this research. This research will use descriptive qualitative. According to Creswell 
(2014), qualitative method rely on text and image data, have unique steps in data analysis, 
and draw on diverse design. Writing a methods section for a proposal for qualitative research 
partly requires educating readers as to the intent of qualitative research, mentioning specific 
designs, carefully reflecting on the role the researcher plays for recording data, analyzing the 
information through multiple steps of analysis, and mentioning approaches for documenting 
the accuracy-or validity-of the data collected. 

a. Data Collection Method 
To analyze the illocutionary act in webtoon. The following actions were taken by the 
researcher to collect the data for this research: 

- The researcher download the webtoon from Playstore 
- The researcher open the webtoon and searched for “The Masked Fables” comic 
- The researcher starts to collect the data by screenshotting the dialogues by characters 

in the webtoon  
b. Data Analysis Method 

We can see that according to Miles, Huberman, & Saldana (2013:08) there are 3 steps 
to analyze in qualitative data such as data condensation, data display and conlusion 
drawing/verification. From the theory, the researcher choose to use this steps: 

- Data Condensation 
Data Condensation is a part of analysis. In this part, the researcher identifies the data 

that using illocutionary act in “The Masked Fables Season 1”. Then, the researcher starts to 
categorise the data according to the type of illocutionary act. After the researcher categorises 
the data, the researcher justifies the dominant type of illocutionary act that use in “The 
Masked Fables Season 1” based on the data that has already been analyzed. 

- Data Display 
The next thing to do is display the data. After analyzing illocutionary acts, categorizing 

illocutionary acts and justifying the dominant types of illocutionary act the researcher used 
a table to present the data. The researcher presented the table based on the categories such 
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as the illocutionary act, the type of illocutionary act and the meaning of illocutionary act. 
- Drawing and Verifying Conclusion 
The last step of analyzing the data is drawing conclusion and verifying the conclusion 

based on the data that has been analysed before. 
 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Based on the research, the data were categorized based on Searle’s theory. In this 

research, the researcher found four kinds of illocutionary acts from all characters in the 
Webtoon “The Masked Fables Season 1”. There are representatives, directives, commissives, 
and expressives. There is no declarative illocutionary act found in this webtoon. The result of 
the data finding can be found in the table. 

No. Illocutionary Acts Frequency Percentage 

1. Representative 483 47.4% 

2. Directive 330 32.4% 

3. Commissive 169 16.6% 

4. Expressive 37 3.6% 

5. Declarative 0 0% 

Total 1.019 100% 

From the table above, we can see that the highest type of illocutionary act in the 
Webtoon “The Masked Fables Season 1” is representative with the highest frequency of 483 
utterances and represents 47.4% percentage. The second highest data is directive with 330 
utterances and represents 32.4% percentage. The third type of illocutionary act that is often 
mentioned in “The Masked Fables Season 1” is commissive with 169 utterances and 
represents 16.6% percentage. The fourth type is expressive illocutionary act with 37 
utterances and represents 3.6% percentage. 
The analysis result of the meaning of the illocutionary act in the Webtoon “The Masked 
Fables Season 1” as follow: 
• Representative 

1. Informing 
- Dialogue 

Snow White: “Ari, what are you planning to do with all this?” 
Ari: “Uh… Give it to Brin” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is 
informing. Because the hearer wants to answer the speaker. It is used by Ari to inform 
Snow White that she wants to give the book that she found to Brin. 

2. Asserting 
- Dialogue 

Snow White: “You are now formally invited to tonight’s coronation’s eve banquet.” 
Brin: “What?! But the invitation lists have been finalized!”  

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is 
Asserting. Because the speaker stated that the invitation list has been finalized. It is 
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used by Brin to assert to Snow White that the invitation is already fixed, so she can’t 
invite someone to the banquet. 

3. Believing 
- Dialogue 

Brin: “But the invitation lists have been finalized!” 
Miriam: “I’m sure we can accommodate.” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is 
Believing. Because it is used by Miriam to express her believe that they can 
accommodate Ari to join the banquet. 

• Directive 
4. Asking 

- Dialogue 
Ari: “Could we ask one more favor on top of that?” 
Snow white : “A favor?” 
Ari: “After all this ruckus dies down, could you help us solve a riddle?” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is asking. 
It is used by Ari to ask Snow White to help her solve the riddle. 

5. Commanding 
- Dialogue 

Hadley: “Read the riddle again until you can remember it by heart!” 
Ari: “Wuegh… fine!” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is 
commanding. It is used by Hadley to command Ari to read the riddle again. 

6. Advising 
- Dialogue 

Ari: “Well there’s only one way to find out!” 
Hadley: “Ari wait!!” 
Hadley: “Look, I know you’re excited to see Snow White, and figure out what this 
“Lover” business is, but you shouldn’t just rush into things!” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is 
advising. It is used by Hadley to give Ari advice to not rush into things. 

• Expressive 
7. Welcoming 
- Utterance 

Servant: “We humbly welcome you this evening to partake in the pre-coronation 
banquet celebration. Introducing… her royal highness! The Queen!” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the utterance above is welcoming. It is used by the 
servant to welcome the guests in the pre-coronation eve banquet.  
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8. Amazed 
- Dialogue 

Ari: “Wow, everything here is so fancy!” 
Brin: “Excuse me!!!” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is amazed. 
It is used by Ari to express her feelings of how amazed she is with the place because it 
looks fancy. 

9. Shocked 
- Dialogue 

Hadley: “Why didn’t the fang’s magic work?!” 
Ari: “I don’t know but with the front enterance and the passage way guarded, it looks 
like we’re stuck here for a bit.” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is shocked. 
It is used by Hadley because he is shocked after knowing that the fang’s magic didn’t 
work. 

• Commissive 
10. Vowing 
- Dialogue 

Ari: “What’s she doing out here?” 
Hadley & Ari: “Huh?!” 
Ari: “Weird, I swear I tought I saw them come this way!” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is vowing. 
It is used by Ari to vow that she saw the guards and Snow White coming that way. 

11. Planning 
- Dialogue 

Brin: “I will have the proof of her crimes, and you will have access to her most 
private quarters.” 
Ari: “Hmm… I dunno, still seems preeetty sketchy.” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the bolded utterance in the dialogue above is 
planning. It is used by Brin to make a plan for their mission. 

12. Convincing 
- Utterance 

Brin: “Your highness… You were showing kindness by offering her an apple it wouldn’t 
be right to blame Miriam’s death on your generosity.” 

- Explanation 
The kind of illocutionary act from the utterance above is convincing. It is used by Brin 
to convince Snow White that its is not her fault. 
The illocutionary act in Webtoon “The Masked Fables Season 1” can can contribute to 

applying pragmatics in teaching English.  When teaching English, we must provide learning 
that allows students to understand the context. By learning pragmatics, students will know 
how to understand the context being discussed. The teacher should choose the teaching 
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strategy and learning strategy to help students achieve their target in learning objective and 
have fun. Also, the learning method will help students to receive the material easily.  Susanto, 
D.A., & Widyaningsih, R. (2012) conclude that learning English, like learning language in 
general, involves the mastery of four language skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
When creating or selecting teaching strategies and learning activities in language diverse 
classroom, teacher should consider four language domains Echevarria, Vogt & Short (2004) 

1. Reading: Students are able to comprehend written or printed material/ 
information, such as letters, figures and sign. 

2. Writing: Students are able to communicate information in written or printed 
words. 

3. Listening: Students are able to actively comprehend oral language from a variety 
of speaker. 

4. Speaking: Students are able to say word, talk, express ideas, converse in a variety 
of settings. 

The benefit that can be gained from using Webtoon to applied pragmatics in teaching 
English is to give alternative teaching pragmatics, especially speech acts and so that the 
students can comprehend their speaking skills. Using Webtoon as the object of learning 
English can be a fun learning strategy because Webtoon has animations that can help 
students increase their interest and help them to understand the contextual content of the 
stories. They also can get to know the meaning so that they can gain more speaking skills. 

 
CONCLUSION 

After analyzing the data, the types of illocutionary act that the researcher found in this 
research are representative (483 data), directive (330 data), commissive (169 data), and 
expressive (37 data). The result shows that the most dominant types of illocutionary act in 
this research is representative with 483 utterances and it represents 47.4% with several 
classes of sentence such as informing, asserting, stating fact, stating opinion, believing, 
reporting, announcing, insisting, denying, agreeing, reminding, assuming and disbelieve. Also 
The Illocutionary Act in the Webtoon “The Masked Fables Season 1” can contribure to 
applying pragmatics in teaching English. Students can learn pragmatics from speech acts, so 
this research can be used to give a factual sources and example of analyzing speech act 
especially illocutionary act. While learning process, the teacher can prepare “The Masked 
Fables Season 1” as the pragmatics learning. 
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